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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Portuguese National Celebration in 1898. — The Portuguese 
will celebrate, on the 17-20 May, 1898, the fourth centenary of 
Vasco da Gama's arrival at Calicut, the first Indian port entered by 
his fleet, which sailed on the 8th of July, 1497, from the point 
where now stands the Convent of Belem, erected by Emmanuel on 
the site of the chapel in which Da Gama and his comrades had 
prayed, the night before their departure. 

The programme of the celebration, published some months ago, 
remains unchanged, with the exception of the proposed General 
Exhibition, which will not be held. In its place there will be a 
display of the types, the costumes and the traditional industries of 
Portugal and of the tribes and peoples of the Portuguese posses- 
sions. 

It is hoped that every maritime nation will contribute, by the 
presence of war vessels in the harbour of Lisbon, to the commem- 
oration of a voyage, second only to that of Columbus in its effect 
upon the progress of mankind. 

The Third Italian Geographical Congress will be held at 
Florence in the spring of 1898, contemporaneously with the public 
honours to be paid to the memory of Paolo Toscanelli and Amerigo 
Vespucci, the two illustrious Florentines, whose names are asso- 
ciated with the history of discovery in the New World. 

The Bulletin of the Society will be published hereafter five 
times a year, viz. : February 28, April 30, June 30, October 31, 
and December 31. There will be no change in the form of the 
publication, but each number will contain not more than 96 pages. 
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